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QUALITY OF COTTON IN THE CARRYOVER 
UNITED STATES 


1977 


The carryover of upland cotton on August 1, 1977 was lower in grade than last year but 
had the same average staple length, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Mar- 
keting Service, USDA. White grades accounted for about two-thirds of the carryover, 

the smallest proportion since 1973. Staples 31 and shorter comprised a little over one- 
tenth, the smallest proportion of short staple cotton since 1971. The 1976-77 season 
supply of 13.8 million bales was up somewhat from last year's 50-year-low of 13.5 million. 
Disappearance increased for the second year and totaled almost 11.0 million running bales 
compared to 10.0 million last season and 9.5 million in 1974-75. 


The average length of upland cotton in the 1977 carryover was 33.8 thirty-seconds inches, 
the same as in 1976, but the distribution of the lengths differed. The medium staple 
lengths accounted for a higher percentage of the 1977 total with 80 percent (2.3 million 
bales) in the lengths 32 through 35 compared to 75 percent (2.6 million bales) in 1976. 
Staples 31 and shorter made up 11 percent of the total compared to 14 percent last year. 
Staples 36 and longer accounted for 10 percent against 11 percent a year earlier. 


The grade index of the upland carryover this year was 91.0 (grade 31 equals 100), some- 
what lower than the 91.3 index in the 1976 carryover. Grades 31 and higher accounted 
for 13 percent against 16 percent last year. Grades 40 and 41 made up 34 percent (1.0 
million bales) compared with 33 percent (1.2 million bales) a year earlier. The Light 
Spotted grades made up 20 percent against 21 percent in 1976 and the Spotted and other 
Colored grades were 13 percent compared with eight percent in 1976. 


The bulk of the 1.0 million bales stored in consuming establishments on August 1 stapled 
34 and longer. Staples 32 and 33 accounted for 209,000 bales of mill stocks compared 
with 227,000 last year, while lengths 31 and shorter totaled 73,000 bales against 92,000 
a year earlier. 


There were 1.8 million bales of cotton in public storage and "elsewhere", including over 
1.0 million in the staple lengths 34 and 35. Lengths 33 and shorter accounted for 
662,000 bales while lengths 36 and longer were 154,000 bales. 


The 1976-77 season supply totaled 13,797,000 running bales compared with 13,511,000 for 
1975-76. Staples 36 and longer in the supply accounted for 1,590,000 bales in 1976-77 
against 1,671,000 a year earlier. Staples 34 and 35 totaled 7,547,000 bales, down from 
7,829,000 the previous season. Cotton stapling 32. and#33"accounted@for 27520,000mbales; 
up from 1,694,000 bales in 1975-76. There were 2,140,000 bales which stapled 31 and 
shorter, compared with 2,317,000 the previous season. 


American Pima in the carryover was 98 percent staples 44 and 46 and 86 percent grades 
4 and higher. Grades 3 and higher accounted for 43 percent of the stocks, up from 33 
percent a year earlier. Staple 46 made up 31 percent of the stocks, up from 16 percent 


op Augustels, 1976 


The carryover of all kinds of cotton in the United States totaled 2,920,000 running 
bales on August 1, 1977, according to the Bureau of the Census. This was the smallest 
carryover since 1952. Upland cotton accounted for 2-867, 000*bales of *thestotal, Ameri= 
can Pima 40,000 bales, and foreign growths 13,000 bales. elhe~carryover of all kinds*of 
cotton on August 1, 1976 was 3,594,000 running bales. 
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Table 1. - Carryover of upland cotton by specified grades and staples 








Grade Code 
White: 
S.M. (21) & higher 
M.+ (30) 
M. (31) 
S.L.M.+ (40) 
SslsM. (41) 
L.M.+ (50) 
L.M. (51) & lower 
Light Spotted: 
S.M. (22) & higher 
M. (32) 
S.L.M.- (42) 
L.M. (52) 


Spotted: 2/ (13-53) 
Other Colored 3/ 


All grades 


Staple 
26 & shorter 


28 
29 
30 
ot 
Se 
35 
34 
85 
36 
Sy 
38 
39 
40 & longer 


All staples 


Preliminary. 





Bales 


27,765 
11,100 
515,891 
374, 662 
1,790,204 
326,898 
763, 433 


13,261 
312,409 
743,232 
253, 442 


208, 163 
73,284 


5,413,744 


208 
7,187 
63,181 
276,619 
295,841 
314, 162 
474,556 
1,559, 061 
1,774,287 
582,315 
57, 099 
6,048 


3,180 
5,413,744 


August 1, 


100.0 


* 


ON 
OrFONMOUUNUHO 


FONTOONORENYH 


S 
he 


100.0 


1975-1977 


Bales 


24,963 
21,718 
503,755 
330, 326 
844,617 
257,091 
504,161 


4,020 
176,014 
377,763 
173,295 


227,350 
68,155 


3,513,228 


801 
16,063 
70,868 

223,187 
191,954 
213,801 
356, 463 
997,412 
1,071,762 
317, 968 
38, 600 
11,740 


2,609 
3,513,228 
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WNrH : 
OP NODIAUNANSO 


OrPPARPRPUBROU 


= 
ra 


100.0 


Bales 


27,425 

11,424 
324,694 
291,233 
707,365 
202,124 
360,695 


2,668 
162,338 
296,743 
118, 950 


280,799 
80,497 


2,866, 955 


17 
1,472 
18,220 
123,246 
162,003 
263,778 
374,837 
913,808 
736, 498 
222,944 
34, 366 
8,050 
472 
7,244 


2,866, 955 


100.0 
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Includes all grades. 
Includes Below Grade. 
Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 2. 


- Grade index and average staple of upland cotton, August 1, 1968-1977 













Grade index 
Avera tapl 
Middling White=100 ge staple 


stocks carryover stocks stocks 





Year 









Mill Total 


stocks carryover 
1968 94.5 91.9 92.6 S30 S22 325 
1969 94.6 92.8 93.2 34.0 SSig Soe 
1970 94.1 OSieal 93.4 34.0 34.1 34.0 
1971 94,4 94.5 94.5 3369 34.3 34.2 
1972 93.7 88.0 90.7 Soe 325.9 33.4 
1973 92.5 BOs5 88.8 33.9 3208 asve 
1974 93.4 92.3 92.8 33.0 Sion Soea 
1975 93.3 90.7 91.2 34.0 33e0 33.9 
1976 92.5 90.6 91.3 33.9 Gers 33.8 
1977 93.2 89.8 91.0 34.0 Sens 3350 
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10 
Table 10. - Tenderability of upland cotton in the carryover, United States, August 1, 1968-1977 


Tenderable 1/ Untenderable 
Contract No. 1 Contract No. Contract No. Contract No. 










Year Total-2/ 










Bales POt. Bales Bales Pct. Bales Bales Fct. 
1968 Sha )308)  yAn(e - - 2 SOS Ol, 3 4 - - 6,246,295 100.0 
1969 4,963,623 78.2 - - 1, 383, 288 ZS - - 6,346,911 100.0 
1970" =4.497/814" 79.8 4,228,644 75.0 lesen AU A ae One 1,406,644 25.0 5, 639}288' 5 LO0s0 
1971 69526,4 14ae S43 SH233' 41 60 mea. oS Seley tajss ls) 7/ O508 068% 2257 4,183)228)5 10030 
1972 2 NA), MO 67/5S 1,949,668 61.9 O20 noe le Seem, 1,199,957 38.1 3,149,625 100.0 
1973 2,529.45 OO nS 725 NANO) Nols) — lavalie 175835591 3957 jean Sole) AG) 3), 86337022 5 310080 
1974 2 SISA ene. O a6 Zp OMA AO tel ee S216 YE252C22 20.4 13672,0382) 45.4 3,686,943 100.0 
IS7T5 2 T4204 725° 74/25" F35625,037— 67.0 F599, 019F 25.0" |", 705, 407 eae 5,413,744 100.0 
NOTG6 @ G2 9504, 260 Oi Ze a7 ip we 907440 Ob. S 959,068 27.3 1,219,788 34.7 3,513,228 100.0 
VO77« 2,007 ,9731. 10.0> = i. J9ls521- 562.5 958,962: S020. «1,0755454 3755 2,866,955 100.0 


a Qualities tenderable with respect to grade and staple in settlement of cotton futures. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 


Table 11. - Grade and staple of American Pima cotton in the carryover, August 1, 1977 1/ 








Grade a 50 Total 
and longer 
Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Percent 
a (10) - 2 910 - a 910 a3 
2 (20) - 1,898 545 - - 2,443 6.1 
3 (30) 16 9,403 4,616 23 - 14,058 34.9 
4 (40) 68 ie AS 5, Oa 11 - 17, 434. A3z1 
5 (50) 78 2,225 709 - - 3, Ol2 Tao 
6 (60) 78 792 90 - - 960 234 
ZT (70) 33 238 - 213 - 484 12 
8 (80) 67 381 - 113 - 561 1.4 
9 (90) 45 109 “ - - 154 0.4 
10 (00) oe 235 - - - 268 0.7 
Total 418 27,059 12,447 360 - 40,284 2/ 100.0 
Percent 6 One 30.9 0.9 - 100.0 


1/ Quality data on 15,576 bales stored in consuming establishments included in this table 
based on information furnished by mills. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 


Table 12. - Grade and staple of American Pima cotton in the carryover, August 1, 1976 1/ 





ES t2PSeoee Ve ears 
42 
and shorter 
Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Percent 
1 (10) ey, - - - 620 657 2G 
2 (20) - 815 166 - ~ 981 S10 
3 (30) - 6,916 2,122 - = 9,038 28.0 
4 (40) - 8,688 1,663 - - 10,351 S251 
5 (50) - 7,101 905 - - 8, 006 24.8 
6 (60) 29 691 147 - - 837 2.6 
z (70) 323 1,082 29 - - 1,434 4.4 
8 (80) 88 556 - - - 644 2.0 
9 (90) 73 44 - - - 11 0.4 
10 (00) 73 147 - - - 220 0.7 
Total 623 26,040 5,002 - 620 32,285 4a/ 100.0 
Percent eS 80.7 SS - aS LOOT 


1 Revised. Quality data on 16,623 bales stored in consuming establishments included in this 
table based on information furnished by mills. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
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Table 13. - Staple of foreign growth cotton in the carryover, 
August 1, 1970-1977 1/ 






Growth and staple 


Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales 
Egyptian: 

35 & shorter - - - - = - - - 
SOR ST - 62 - 44 - = = - 
38 & 39 - 20 = = - - 17,844 Lea 
40 - 43 Celie 1,750 16 879 Si2 = - 290 
44 - 47 2,612 2,605 SSS mes coe 2,329 Co 8,859 Sou 
48 - 51 Me S8i2 2,806 4,230 2,198 1 O93 516 TLS 544 
Dems - - =- - - - 2 274 
56 & longer - - - - - - - -) 


All lengths 7,196 7,243 8,159 6,083 3,734 Gr a7An = 27 COO 5,995 





Peruvian: 

SOucwS/, - - - . - = - = = 
38 & 39 379 219 - - 144 = = = 
40 - 43 Ze = 2s 21 - - - - 
44 - 47 118 eZ 27 58 T3D - - 470 
48 - Sl 881 - 215 Sul 26 534 - 950 ay, 
Dee OD LOS OG 4,961 587 742 941 Oe ies 
56 & longer = = - - - - - - 

All lengths 2,509 1,744 5, 044 692 C3L05 941 (ap VEE: Sea 








Other Foreign: 














'26 & shorter 17,085 4,898 poe 6, 684 4,029 2,411 5,438 1,396 
28 & 29 - - 328 - - 3 - - 
30: & 31 - - 291 - 10 - 134. - 
32 G33 160 - 393 - 256 Sto 3, 898 - 
34 & 35 548 Lae @,05e - 1,165 9,634 6,207 1,975 
36 -& 37 = id - = = 210 - = 
20. 29 - 7 - - - - - - 
40 & longer > = ~ - - - = 103 

All lengths as 6,123 10; 7al 6, 684 5,460 le, ovo 16072 3,474 
All Foreign 2/ 27,494 15,110 23,924 13,459 11,349 16,788 48,495 12,754 





ny Quality data on bales stored in consuming establishments included in this table based on informa- 
tion furnished by mills. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
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Table 14. - Micronaire readings of upland and American Pima cotton in public storage, 
by specified groupings, August 1, 1976-1977 











Upland cotton American Pima cotton 


Mike readings 
by groupings 


Bales Percent Bales Percent Bales Percent Bales Percent 

2.6 & below 105,728 4.5 47 , 644 26 72 0.5 132 0.5 
OuTeet ea 195,010 8.3 100,785 5.5 530 3.4 893 3.4 
eel ac ee 279,593 11.9 183,246 10.0 2,492 15.9 1,494 5.6 
Stare 34 176,214 7.5 148,429 8.1 2,233 14.3 1,572 6.0 
S Beards 1,517,791 64.6 1,235,078 67.4 10,335 65.9 11,943 45.4 
5:0-+ 5.2 63,437 ai7 91,623 5.0 : 7 -. 95699 37.8 
5.3 & above 11,748 0.5 25, 654 1.4 P 354 1.3 
Total 2,349,521 100.0 1,832,459 100.0 15,662 100.0 26,278 100.0 
Average mike Site) 3.9 Sr 3.8 





1/ Preliminary. 











